International Human Rights Treaties – France

UN Treaties[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Information taken from http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/Treaty.aspx?CountryID=62&Lang=EN. ] 


Ratification Status for France

	Treaty
	Signature date
	Ratification date, Accession (a) date

	CAT – Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
	2/4/1985
	2/18/1986

	CAT-OP – Optional Protocol of the Convention against Torture
	9/16/2005
	11/11/2008

	CCPR – International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
	
	11/4/1980 (a)

	CCPR-OP2-DP – Second Optional Protocol to the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights aiming to the abolition of the death penalty
	
	10/2/2007 (a)

	CED – Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance
	2/6/2007
	9/23/2008

	CEDAW – Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
	7/17/1980
	12/14/1983

	CERD – International Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Racial Discrimination
	
	7/28/1971 (a)

	CESCR – International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
	
	11/4/1980 (a)

	CMW – International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their
Families
	
	

	CRC – Convention on the Rights of the Child
	1/26/1990
	8/7/1990

	CRC-OP-AC – Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in
armed conflict
	9/6/2000
	2/5/2003

	CRC-OP-SC – Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography
	9/6/2000
	2/5/2003

	CRPD – Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
	3/30/2007
	2/18/2010



Reservations, Understandings, and Declarations 
CERD[footnoteRef:2] [2:  See https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-2&chapter=4&clang=_en. ] 

With regard to article 4, France wishes to make it clear that it interprets the reference made therein to the principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and to the rights set forth in article 5 of the Convention as releasing the States Parties from the obligation to enact anti-discrimination legislation which is incompatible with the freedoms of opinion and expression and of peaceful assembly and association guaranteed by those texts.
       With regard to article 6, France declares that the question of remedy through tribunals is, as far as France is concerned, governed by the rules of ordinary law.
       With regard to article 15, France's accession to the Convention may not be interpreted as implying any change in its position regarding the resolution mentioned in that provision.

CESCR[footnoteRef:3] [3:  See https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-3&chapter=4&clang=_en. ] 

Declarations:
       (1) The Government of the Republic considers that, in accordance with Article 103 of the Charter of the United Nations, in case of conflict between its obligations under the Covenant and its obligations under the Charter (especially Articles 1 and 2 thereof), its obligations under the Charter will prevail.
       (2) The Government of the Republic declares that articles 6, 9, 11 and 13 are not to be interpreted as derogating from provisions governing the access of aliens to employment or as establishing residence requirements for the allocation of certain social benefits.
       (3) The Government of the Republic declares that it will implement the provisions of article 8 in respect of the right to strike in conformity with article 6, paragraph 4, of the European Social Charter according to the interpretation thereof given in the annex to that Charter.

CCPR[footnoteRef:4] [4:  See https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-4&chapter=4&clang=_en. ] 

Declarations and reservations:
       (1) The Government of the Republic considers that, in accordance with Article 103 of the Charter of the United Nations, in case of conflict between its obligations under the Covenant and its obligations under the Charter (especially Articles 1 and 2 thereof), its obligations under the Charter will prevail.
       (2) The Government of the Republic enters the following reservation concerning article 4, paragraph 1: firstly, the circumstances enumerated in article 16 of the Constitution in respect of its implementation, in article 1 of the Act of 3 April 1978 and in the Act of 9 August 1849 in respect of the declaration of a state of siege, in article 1 of Act No. 55-385 of 3 April 1955 in respect of the declaration of a state of emergency and which enable these instruments to be implemented, are to be understood as meeting the purpose of article 4 of the Covenant; and, secondly, for the purpose of interpreting and implementing article 16 of the Constitution of the French Republic, the terms "to the extent strictly required by the exigencies of the situation" cannot limit the power of the President of the Republic to take "the measures required by circumstances".
       (3) The Government of the Republic enters a reservation concerning articles 9 and 14 to the effect that these articles cannot impede enforcement of the rules pertaining to the disciplinary régime in the armies.
       (4) The Government of the Republic declares that article 13 cannot derogate from chapter IV of Order No. 45-2658 of 2 November 1945 concerning the entry into, and sojourn in, France of aliens, nor from the other instruments concerning the expulsion of aliens in force in those parts of the territory of the Republic in which the Order of 2 November 1945 does not apply.
       (5) The Government of the Republic interprets article 14, paragraph 5, as stating a general principle to which the law may make limited exceptions, for example, in the case of certain offences subject to the initial and final adjudication of a police court. However, an appeal against a final decision may be made to the Court of Cassation which rules on the legality of the decision concerned.
       (6) The Government of the Republic declares that articles 19, 21 and 22 of the Covenant will be implemented in accordance with articles 10, 11 and16 of the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of 4 November 1950.
       (7) The Government of the Republic declares that the term "war", appearing in article 20, paragraph1, is to be understood to mean war in contravention of international law and considers, in any case, that French legislation in this matter is adequate.
       (8) In the light of article 2 of the Constitution of the French Republic, the French Government declares that article 27 is not applicable so far as the Republic is concerned.

CEDAW[footnoteRef:5] [5:  See https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-8&chapter=4&clang=_en. ] 


Upon signature:
       Declaration:
       The Government of the French Republic declares that article 9 of the Convention must not be interpreted as precluding the application of the second paragraph of article 96 of the code of French nationality.
       
[All other declarations and reservations were confirmed in substance upon ratification.]

       Upon ratification:
       Declarations:
       The Government of the French Republic declares that the preamble to the Convention in particular the eleventh preambular paragraph contains debatable elements which are definitely out of place in this text.
       The Government of the French Republic declares that the term "family education" in article 5 (b) of the Convention must be interpreted as meaning public education concerning the family and that, in any event, article 5 will be applied subject to respect for article 17 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and article 8 of the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.
       The Government of the French Republic declares that no provision of the Convention must be interpreted as prevailing over provisions of French legislation which are more favourable to women than to men.
       Reservation:
       ...
       Article 29
       The Government of the French Republic declares, in pursuance of article 29, paragraph 2, of the Convention, that it will not be bound by the provisions of article 29, paragraph 1.




CAT[footnoteRef:6] [6:  See https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-9&chapter=4&clang=_en. ] 

Reservation:
       The Government of France declares in accordance with article 30, paragraph 2, of the Convention, that it shall not be bound by the provisions of paragraph 1 of [article 30].

CAT-OP[footnoteRef:7] [7:  See https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-9-b&chapter=4&clang=_en. ] 

Declaration:
       Pursuant to articles 15 and 21 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, no French authority or official shall order, apply, permit or tolerate any sanction against any person or organization for having communicated to the Subcommittee on Prevention or to its delegates or to the national preventive
       mechanism any information, whether true or false, and no such person or organization shall be otherwise prejudiced in any way, provided that, in the case of false information, the person or organization in question was unaware of the false nature of the information at the time of its communication and, moreover, without prejudice to the legal remedies that persons who are implicated
       may invoke for harm suffered as a result of the communication of false information about them.

CRC[footnoteRef:8] [8:  See https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-11&chapter=4&clang=_en. ] 

Declarations and reservation made upon signature and confirmed upon ratification:
       (1) The Government of the French Republic declares that this Convention, particularly article 6, cannot be interpreted as constituting any obstacle to the implementation of the provisions of French legislation relating to the voluntary interruption of pregnancy.
       (2) The Government of the Republic declares that, in the light of article 2 of the Constitution of the French Republic, article 30 is not applicable so far as the Republic is concerned.
       (3) The Government of the Republic construes article 40, paragraph 2 (b) (v), as establishing a general principle to which limited exceptions may be made under law.  This is particularly the case for certain non-appealable offences tried by the Police Court and for offences of a criminal nature.  None the less, the decisions handed down by the final court of jurisdiction may be appealed before the Court of Cassation, which shall rule on the legality of the decision taken.


OP-CRC-AC[footnoteRef:9] [9:  See https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-11-b&chapter=4&clang=_en.] 

Declaration:
       France hereby declares that it recruits only volunteers aged at least 17 who have been informed of the rights and duties involved in military service and that the enlistment of recruits under the age of 18 is valid only with the consent of their legal representatives.

CRPD[footnoteRef:10] [10:  See https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-15&chapter=4&clang=_en. ] 

Declarations:
       The French Republic declares that it will interpret the term "consent" in article 15 of the Convention in conformity with international instruments, in particular those that relate to human rights and biomedicine, and with national legislation, which is in line with these instruments. This means that, as far as biomedical research is concerned, the term "consent" applies to two different situations:
       1. Consent given by a person who is able to consent, and
       2. In the case of persons who are not able to give their consent, permission given by their representative or an authority or body provided for by law.
       The French Republic considers it important that persons who are unable to give their free and informed consent receive specific protection, without prejudice to all medical research of benefit to them. In addition to the permission referred to under paragraph 2 above, other protective measures, such as those included in the above-mentioned international instruments, are considered to be part of this protection.
       With regard to article 29 of the Convention, the exercise of the right to vote is a component of legal capacity that may not be restricted except in the conditions and in accordance with the modalities provided for in article 12 of the Convention.

Acceptance of individual complaints procedures for France

	Treaty
	Acceptance of
individual complaints procedure
	Date of acceptance

	CAT, Art. 22 – Individual complaints
procedure under the Convention against Torture
	YES
	6/23/1988

	CCPR-OP1 – Optional Protocol to the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
	YES
	2/17/1984

	CED, Art. 31 – Individual complaints procedure under the International Convention for the Protection of All
Persons from Enforced Disappearance
	YES
	 12/9/2008

	CEDAW-OP – Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
	YES
	6/9/2000

	CERD, Art. 14 – Individual complaints procedure under the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Racial Discrimination
	YES
	6/17/2002

	CESCR-OP – Optional Protocol to the
International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights
	YES
	 3/18/2015

	CMW, Art. 77 – Individual complaints procedure under the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of
Their Families
	NO
	

	CRC-OP-IC – Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child
	YES
	 1/7/2016

	CRPD-OP – Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
	YES
	2/18/2010




Regional Treaties

Ratification Status for France

	Treaty
	Signature date
	Ratification date, Accession (a) date

	European Convention on Human Rights 
	
	5/3/1974



Reservations, Understandings, and Declarations[footnoteRef:11] [11:  See https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list?module=declarations-by-treaty&numSte=005&codeNature=0. ] 


Reservation contained in the instrument of ratification, deposited on 3 May 1974 - Or. Fr.

The Government of the Republic, in accordance with Article 64 of the Convention [Article 57 since the entry into force of the Protocol No 11], makes a reservation in respect of Articles 5 and 6 thereof, to the effect that those articles shall not hinder the application of the provisions governing the system of discipline in the armed forces contained in Section 27 of Act No. 72-662 of 13 July 1972, determining the general legal status of military servicemen, nor of the provisions of Article 375 of the Code of Military Justice.

Declaration contained in the instrument of ratification, deposited on 3 May 1974 - Or. Fr. - and withdrawn by Note Verbale from the Permanent Representation of France, dated 24 March 1988, registered at the Secretariat General on 29 March 1988 - Or. Fr.

The Government of the Republic declares that it interprets the provisions of Article 10 as being compatible with the system established in France under Act No. 72-553 of 10 July 1972, determining the legal status of the French Radio and Television.

Period covered: 03/05/1974 - 29/03/1988

Reservation contained in the instrument of ratification, deposited on 3 May 1974 - Or. Fr.

The Government of the Republic, in accordance with Article 64 of the Convention [Article 57 since the entry into force of the Protocol No 11], makes a reservation in respect of paragraph 1 of Article 15, to the effect, firstly, that the circumstances specified in Article 16 of the Constitution regarding the implementation of that Article, in Section 1 of the Act of 3 April 1878 and in the Act of 9 August 1849 regarding proclamation of a state of siege, and in Section 1 of Act No. 55-385 of 3 April 1955 regarding proclamation of a state of emergency, and in which it is permissible to apply the provisions of those texts, must be understood as complying with the purpose of Article 15 of the Convention and that, secondly, for the interpretation and application of Article 16 of the Constitution of the Republic, the terms to the extent strictly required by the exigencies of the situation shall not restrict the power of the President of the Republic to take the measures required by the circumstances.

Declaration contained in the instrument of ratification, deposited on 3 May 1974 - Or. Fr.

The Government of the Republic further declares that the Convention shall apply to the whole territory of the Republic, having due regard, where the overseas territories are concerned, to local requirements, as mentioned in Article 63 [Article 56 since the entry into force of the Protocol No 11].



Recognition of Jurisdiction

	Court
	Date of recognition
	Applicable treaties

	European Court of Human Rights
	11/1/1998
	European Convention on Human Rights 



Applicable treaties indicate ones that contain an option for individuals to file petitions alleging violation of rights protected in the treaty.

