Design Your Own Comparison Indicator Critical Thinking/Reflection 
Format: Class Discussion, Small Group, Pairs, Reflective Writing Exercise
Possible Topics: Measurement Issues, Standards Bias, Euro or Western Centric Bias
Example 1: Conceptual Biases 
· Introduce the historical conceptualization of Three Worlds: First World, Second World and Third World
· Discuss the alternative conceptualizations used in the class.
· Define what developed, developing and underdeveloped countries. 
· Define Global South and Global North
· Discussion questions
· What are we describing when we say developed or Global South? Are we re-creating the same divisions with new names?
· Should we retire these categories?
· How should we classify states then?
Example 2: Measurement Bias
· Choose one indicator for an example like Human Development Index. 
· How conceptually equivalent is the indicator across all countries?
· HDI Example: Education comparisons
· Adult literacy 
· Expected years of schooling 
· Who is measuring development? 
· Who is providing data for the measurement?
· Is it the country themselves?
· Is it country experts?
· Why are these organizations ranking and measuring development?
· How does this measurement privilege some countries over others?
· Has this measurement been used to marginalize countries? 
· Example: failing grades, ranking low v. high, failed states, fragile states

