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[bookmark: _Hlk98813196][bookmark: _Hlk102365032]Design Your Own Comparison Indicator Paper Part 1 (3 points) – 250 words Due TBA

I. Introduction to the Assignment
This semester, you have learned that countries can be compared across standardized criteria: happiness, world values, regime type (like democratic or authoritarian), and economic development (like GDP per capita or GDP growth). While using standardized measures makes comparison easier for us, they can miss important features you are interested in studying. 
[bookmark: _Hlk98813268][bookmark: _Hlk98813251]In this assignment, you will design your own comparison indicator. 
Assignment Learning Objectives
· Critique the development indicators you have learned about this semester. 
· Explain the concept of development according to a theme of your choosing.
· Formulate an indictor for your thematic definition of development. 
· Consider conceptual equivalence of your indicator between your research country and the U.S. 
II. How to Develop your Comparison Indicator
[bookmark: _Hlk162346595]In the news and in some of your class, you have heard the term, the developed world to describe the United States and European countries like Germany and France. The developing as a descriptor for countries like South Korea, Brazil, and India for example. For many scholars, development has meant economic development but that might not capture what you think development means to you. 
For some scholars, development means health outcomes (like life expectancy) or educational outcomes (like literacy rate). As an example, if you measured development by the availability of paid family leave, the United States is one of 7 countries without national paid maternity leave (https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/25/upshot/paid-leave-democrats.html). Almost any country in the world would rank higher than the United States. 
You will be coming up with your own indicator for a country’s level of development (outside the ones you will be using in your country report). You can be as creative as you like. Think about previous discussion in class where we have discussed: average leisure time, infant mortality, cost/availability of luxury goods, access to internet, and more. 
This is a very broad prompt so to help you focus, start with a theme:
· Health
· Poverty
· Consumption 
· Income distribution
· Labor
· Education
· Clean water
· Sanitation
· Climate Change
· Savings
· Trade
· Stock Market
· Military
· Technology
· Debt
· Trade
· Migration
· Foreign Aid Dependency

Step 1 (in-class exercise on TBA): From the list above, choose one bullet point theme that you think is the best way to compare development across 2 different countries. First, think about what theme best illustrates development to you. Imagine the key characteristics of what you think is a developed country OR imagine the key characteristics of a country that is still developing.
For example, from what you have seen working and being a student in the pandemic in the US, you may think technology is the theme that resonates with you most because you needed computers and internet access to work from home. Or if you grew up in an area with a drought or water quality problems, you may think that clean and abundant water is a theme that resonates to you. 
Step 2 (in-class exercise on TBA): Based on the theme that you have chosen, think about an indicator that you would use to compare development across your country and the United States. 
For example, if you are choosing the technology theme, you may want to know how many people have access to the internet at home or own a smartphone or own a home computer. Avoid censoring yourself. Be creative and think how you as a researcher would measure this theme in the real world. 

III. Components of your Design Your Own Comparison Indicator Paper Part 1
A. Complete Steps and 1 and 2 above
B. Present the theme you chose and why you think it is the best way to compare development across 2 different countries in a minimum of 1 paragraph.
C. Present the indicator you want to use to illustrate your development theme. Explain why you think your indicator will measure your development theme across 2 different countries in a minimum of 1 paragraph.

IV. Paper Requirements: 
1. Write up your Design Your Own Comparison Indicator Part 1, a minimum of 250 words (not including headers, title, and bibliography)
2. Use in-text citations and include an APA style bibliography of all your sources and list in last name alphabetical order with the correct spacing and indentation for each entry. 
3. Upload your Design Your Own Comparison Indicator Part 1 as a PDF or Word doc to Blackboard. DUE DATE

V. Grading Rubric
							Levels of Achievement 
	
	Beginning 
	Developing 
	Accomplished

	Section 1: Development Theme
	Section 1 offers some of the required information but does not include cited evidence.
	Section 1 provides most of the required information. Provides some cited evidence.
	Section 1 contains all the required information. Provides cited evidence from credible sources.

	Section 2: Indicator Paragraph
	Section 2 offers some of the required information but does not include cited evidence.
	Section 2 provides most of the required information. Provides some cited evidence.
	Section 2 contains all the required information. Provides cited evidence from credible sources.

	Writing, Organization, APA Guidelines 
	The submission is not well organized and difficult to understand with numerous writing errors in each section and does not follow APA guidelines.
	The submission has several writing errors in each section, meets most of the APA, formatting, and organization guidelines.
	The submission has minor writing errors, meets all APA, formatting, and organization guidelines.




VI. Template for this assignment based on Section III: Components

There are no available examples or samples for this assignment. You will not always have samples to check if you are doing an assignment “right”. I have provided this template to help you complete this assignment. 

Include a header with your name, date, class #, and section # AND your country name as the title.
1. Development Theme Paragraph: At least 4 sentences
· Explain how your chosen theme relates to a country’s development. 
· Some starter sentences to help you with this section: 
· Economic development is a common comparative measure of development, but it is not the best way to measure a country’s development because _____________________________.  
· I argue that (insert your theme), better measures a country’s development because ______________________________.   
· Specifically, (insert your theme) is important to a country’s development because ____________________________. 
· A highly developed country would show (insert your theme) because ____________________.
· Don’t forget to cite any sources you reference using APA in-text citations.

2. Indicator Paragraph: At least 4 sentences
· Explain how your chosen indicator relates to the development theme you chose in the previous paragraph. 
· Some starter sentences to help you with this section: 
· To measure (insert your theme), I propose using (insert your indicator) instead of economic development indicator like (insert GDP per capita or GDP growth). 
· I argue that (insert your indicator), can measures (insert your theme) because ______________________________.   
· For example, high levels of (insert your indicator) indicates a highly developed country because ____________________________. 
· In contrast, low levels of (insert your indicator) indicates a less developed country because ____________________________. 
· Don’t forget to cite any sources you reference using APA in-text citations.

3. Include an APA bibliography at the end of your paragraphs. You should also have a 1-3 APA in-text citations in each of your paragraphs. 



Design Your Own Comparison Indicator Paper Part 2 (12 points) – 1,000 words Due TBA

I. Introduction to the Assignment

Based on the comparison indicator you designed in Part 1, you will attempt to measure your development for both your chosen country and the US so you can compare your country’s development to the US. 
Part 2 does not require you to be an expert in the US or your assigned country. Explain your thinking given the data and evidence you have found in your research.

Assignment Learning Objectives
· Communicate clearly in writing your development theme and proposed development indicator. 
· Locate and critically evaluate data sources that you use to numerically your proposed indicator.
· Create a table to present your numerical indicator over time and for 2 countries.
· Identify and describe the quantitative trends from your table. 
· Compare your research country to the U.S. based on your proposed development indicator.
· Evaluate the features and limitations of your data and your proposed development indicator.
II. How to Measure this Indicator 
Step 1: You will have to propose a way to measure your indicator using real world data. 
For example, if your indicator is life expectancy, then you will have to decide how you would measure life expectancy. Would it be both genders? An Average? Measured from what year(s)? 
Remember that there is no such thing as a perfect measurement. You will have to make an argument and explain your assessment of your data and measurements. Here are some criteria for evaluating strengths and weaknesses of your measurement: 
· Your measurement includes the entire population you want to include (i.e. all adults). 
· Your measurement can be directly linked to your proposed indicator. 
· Your measurement is numerical so it can be used across countries and over time. 
· Your measurement is valid (accurate or low margin of error) and reliable (consistent over time). 

[bookmark: _Hlk162348121]Step 2: Find a data source you could use to measure your data. Try the World Bank (https://datatopics.worldbank.org/world-development-indicators/) or the United Nations databases (https://data.un.org/). I will demo this in class on TBA. If you need additional help, contact me, and I’ll give you some suggestions.
Some criteria for credible database: 
· Includes data on your country and the U.S. 
· Includes several years of data over time, at least 5 years. If that’s not possible, email me to discuss.
· Includes recent data.
· Includes a codebook or information on how, when, and who is collecting the data. The source (researchers or organization) of your measurement must be credible.repu

Step 3: 
	Country-Year
	Indicator Measurement 

	United States (Year)
	

	United States (Year)
	

	United States (Year)
	

	United States (Year)
	

	United States (Year)
	

	Your country (Year)
	

	Your country (Year)
	

	Your country (Year)
	

	Your country (Year)
	

	Your country (Year)
	



Quantitative Reasoning for Section 3: Comparison paragraph
· Notice if your measurement is staying the same over time or changing over time (overall numbers going up or down or cycling up and down). What does the trend mean for that indicator? More developed or less developed?
· Assess your measurement in the latest year possible for each country. Is your measurement at an all-time high or low or in the middle? 
· Is there a year(s) that is an outlier? An outlier single data point that goes far outside the value of the overall group of numbers. Can you identify a reason for your outlier based on your country research for the semester?
· Compare the measurements of the US to your research country. How are they similar or different?

III. Components of your Design Your Own Comparison Indicator Paper: Part 2
1. Complete Steps 1-3 in Section II
2. [bookmark: _Hlk99417719]Section 1 Introduction: In a minimum of 250 words, introduce your development theme and indicator.
A. From Part 1, explain your development theme and indicator.
B. One sentence thesis statement that:
· describes the key similarities and differences between your country and the US 
3. Section 2 Measurement: Introduction In a minimum of 250 words, present how exactly you will measure your indicator.
A. Start with how you propose to measure your indicator directly and numerically.  
B. Describe the data you would need to measure your indicator and a data source that you found to help you measure your indicator in the real world.  
C. Describe the data source you found. Include who researches and publishes your data source?
4. Section 3 Comparison: In a minimum of 250 words, compare your country to the U.S. based on your indicator measurements.
A. Start with whether the measurements have stayed steady or changed. If changed explain in what direction. 
B. Assess your measurement in the latest year possible for each country.
C. Discuss what country ranks higher than the other in terms of your conception of development. 
5. Section 4 Conclusion: In a minimum of 250 words, write up a concluding paragraph. 
A. Make preliminary conclusions you want to make about the comparison you made in the previous section.
B. Note where your measurement and data are strong. 
C. Note where your measurement and data have gaps or need development. 
D. Make recommendations for further research or evidence needed. 
6. Include your completed table as Appendix 1. 

IV. Requirements Checklist: 
· I completed the table in Section III. 
· I wrote a minimum of 1,000 words for my Design Your Own Indicator Paper Part 2 (not including headers, title, and bibliography).
· I used in-text citations and included an APA style bibliography of all your sources and listed in last name alphabetical order with the correct spacing and indentation for each entry. 
· I upload a PDF or Word doc to Blackboard. DUE DATE

V. Grading Rubric
Levels of Achievement 
	
	Beginning 
	Developing 
	Accomplished

	Section 1: Introduction
	Section 1 offers some of the required information but does not include cited evidence.
	Section 1 provides most of the required information. Provides some cited evidence.
	Section 1 contains all the required information. Provides cited evidence from credible sources.

	Section 2: Measurement
	Section 2 offers some of the required information but does not include cited evidence.
	Section 2 provides most of the required information. Provides some cited evidence.
	Section 2 contains all the required information. Provides cited evidence from credible sources.

	Section 3: Comparison
	Section 3 offers some of the required information but does not include cited evidence.
	Section 3 provides most of the required information. Provides some cited evidence.
	Section 3 contains all the required information. Provides cited evidence from credible sources.

	Section 4: Conclusion
	Section 4 offers some of the required information but does not include cited evidence.
	Section 4 provides most of the required information. Provides some cited evidence
	Section 4 contains all the required information. Provides cited evidence from credible sources.

	Writing, Organization, APA Guidelines. Appendix
	The submission is not well organized and difficult to understand with numerous writing errors in each section and does not follow APA guidelines. Missing or incomplete Appendix 1.
	The submission has several writing errors in each section, meets most of the APA, formatting, and organization guidelines.
Includes Appendix 1.
	The submission has minor writing errors, meets all APA, formatting, and organization guidelines. Includes Appendix 1. 




VI. Template for this assignment based on Section III: Components

There are no available examples or samples for this assignment. You will not always have samples to check if you are doing an assignment “right”. I have provided this template to help you complete this assignment. 

Include a header with your name, date, class #, and section # AND your country name as the title.

1. Introduction Paragraph: At least 250 words
· Explain how your chosen theme relates to a country’s development and how your chosen indicator relates to the development theme you chose. 
· Use your paragraphs from Part 1 AND include a thesis statement. 
· A starter sentence to help you with your thesis statement: 
· In comparing the levels of development in US and (insert your country), I found that (insert key similarities or differences) using (insert your measurement). 
· Don’t forget to cite any sources you reference using APA in-text citations.

2. Measurement Paragraph: At least 250 words
· Presentation of your numerical measurement for your indicator and the data source you are using to measure your indicator. 
· Some starter sentences to help you with this section: 
· To measure development across (insert your country) and the U.S., I propose (insert your measurement) as way to numerically measure (insert your indicator).
· (Insert your measurement) is the best way to measure (insert your indicator) because ___________. 
· Increasing values of (insert your measurement) illustrate (insert lower or higher) levels of development because __________. 
· In contrast, decreasing values of (insert your measurement) illustrate (insert lower or higher) levels of development because _______________. 
· Researching international databases, I found (insert the database you found), which has numerical data on (insert your measure). 
· This (insert the database you found) can measure (insert your measure) because _______________.
· Don’t forget to cite any sources you reference using APA in-text citations.

3. Comparison Paragraph: At least 250 words
· Did the measurements for your country stay the same, increase, or decrease over time?
· Did the measurements for the US stay the same, increase, or decrease over time?
· Explain the current status of the measurements for your country and the US in the latest year possible for each country.
· Some starter sentences to help you with this section: 
· In (insert your country name), (insert your measurement) have been (staying the same, increasing or decreasing).   Specifically, in (insert year or years), (insert some measurement #s for your country), which shows that (insert your country) is (more or less developed). 
· In comparison, in the United States, (insert your indicator) have been (insert staying the same, increasing or decreasing).   
· For instance, in (insert year or years), (insert some measurement #s for the U.S.), which shows that the U.S. is more (more or less developed). 
· Currently (insert latest year), the scores for (insert your country) are (insert #s) and are (more or less developed), while the U.S.’s scores are (more or less developed). 
· Don’t forget to cite any sources you reference using APA in-text citations.

4. Conclusion Paragraph: At least 250 words
· Summary of your findings and research on the WVS and your country and the US.
· Some starter sentences to help you with this section:
· Overall, I found that (insert your country name) has (your indicator) values that are (higher than/less than/similar to) the United States, and it has levels of development that are (higher than/less than/similar to) the United States.
· My strongest evidence of this is (insert measurement or indicator) in (insert your country or the US) because ______. 
· My weakest evidence (insert measurement or indicator) in (insert your country or the US) because ______. 
· I recommend that more research should be done on (insert a new idea for measurement) to further ______. 
· I also suggest that more evidence should be found on (insert a new data source) to further ______. 
· In conclusion, (insert sentence that ties everything together).

5. Include an APA bibliography at the end of your paragraphs. You should also have a 1-3 APA in-text citations in each of your paragraphs. 
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