Design Your Own Comparison Indicator In-Class Activity 
Format: Class Discussion, Small Group, Pairs
Possible Topics: Development, Social Welfare, Democracy
Example 1: Development
You have likely heard the term, the developed world to describe the United States and European countries like Germany and France. The developing world has been used as a descriptor for countries like South Korea, Brazil, and India for example. For many scholars, development has meant economic development but that might not capture what you think development means to you. 
For some scholars, development means health outcomes (like life expectancy) or educational outcomes (like literacy rate). As an example, if you measured development by the availability of paid family leave, the United States is one of 7 countries without national paid maternity leave (https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/25/upshot/paid-leave-democrats.html). Almost any country in the world would rank higher than the United States. 
You will be coming up with your own indicator for a country’s level of development (outside the ones you will be using in your country report). You can be as creative as you like. Think about previous discussion in class where we have discussed: average leisure time, infant mortality, cost/availability of luxury goods, access to internet, and more. 
This is a very broad prompt so to help you focus, start with a theme:
· Health
· Poverty
· Consumption 
· Income distribution
· Labor
· Education
· Clean water
· Sanitation
· Climate Change
· Savings
· Trade
· Stock Market
· Military
· Technology
· Debt
· Trade
· Migration
· Foreign Aid Dependency

Step 1: From the list above, choose one bullet point theme that you think is the best way to compare development across 2 different countries. First, think about what theme best illustrates development to you. Imagine the key characteristics of what you think is a developed country OR imagine the key characteristics of a country that is still developing.
For example, from what you have seen working and being a student in the pandemic in the US, you may think technology is the theme that resonates with you most because you needed computers and internet access to work from home. Or if you grew up in an area with a drought or water quality problems, you may think that clean and abundant water is a theme that resonates to you. 
Step 2: Based on the theme that you have chosen, think about an indicator that you would use to compare development across your country and the United States. 
For example, if you are choosing the technology theme, you may want to know how many people have access to the internet at home or own a smartphone or own a home computer. Avoid censoring yourself. Be creative and think how you as a researcher would measure this theme in the real world. 
Example 2: Social Welfare

Commonly used indicators of social welfare are poverty and economic inequality. However, there are many other ways that social welfare can be considered and measured. 

Consider a few themes to inspire your class activity and discussion: 
· Military spending
· Wage gaps
· Debt
· Mental health
· Medical inequalities 
· Disability and accessibility 
· Housing

***Example 2 Credit: Dr. Amy L. Atchison, Chair and Professor, Middle Tennessee State University***
