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[bookmark: _Toc104738833][bookmark: _Toc104738841]Preface
In 2007, I am sitting in a class with a little over half dozen junior-level transfer students at UC Merced, a loud “Wham!” echoes throughout the room. With that, our professor walked out of our undergraduate economics course after telling us that we needed to learn how to read journal articles.

Our initial reaction was shock. And our second reaction was anger. Anger that we were told to do something, without being given guidance or instruction on how to do it. It was upsetting that we were scolded for not knowing how to do something without being given the opportunity to learn how to do it to begin with.

When I tell this story in my face-to-face classes, I am a bit more animated. This was a formative moment in my academic career, not because it was a moment of success, or a moment of failure, or a moment of celebration, rather it was a moment of clarity. It was the moment I realized that professors aren’t necessarily teachers.

Fast forward to eleven years to 2018, and now I am sitting in my office as a Lecturer at UC Merced. When I receive an email from a student asking:

“I was wondering if you are available today I noticed your office hours are from 1:00-2:00pm I was wondering if I’m able to stop by around 12:00pm? I wanted to get a bit more information on the puzzle part of the JAA?”

 “Thank you for the email. My office hours were changed from 1-2pm to 9:30am-10:30am. Would you like to schedule an appointment for today at 12:00pm?” I replied

 “Yes I would like to schedule an appointment for 12:00pm.” They responded.

We met about half an hour later. I greeted the student, asked them how I could help, and they basically said they didn’t know how to analyze the journal article. I was surprised and asked how long he’d been at UC Merced: he transferred in from a community college. And instantly I remembered my experienced 11 years earlier.

Again, when I share this story in my face-to-face classes, I am a bit more animated.

Peer-reviewed journal articles are a staple of every academic discipline. New knowledge is published in articles. So how is the next generation, arguably more diverse than any generation before it, supposed to be contribute to new knowledge if they are not purposefully introduced to analyzing journal articles?

This workbook is the beginning of my answer to this question.
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[bookmark: _Toc104738834][bookmark: _Toc104738842]Chapter 1: Overview

[bookmark: _Toc104738843]About
[image: Political Science and Other Disciplines]
Every discipline, whether political science, anthropology, criminal justice, nursing, economics, biology, engineering, and so on, is based on knowledge debated, disseminated, and created in journal articles.

[bookmark: _Toc104738844]What are Journal Articles?
Journal articles are peer-reviewed publications that help scholars communicate ideas, theories, empirical analyses, and conclusions.

The ability to critically read journal articles is a skill that is developed with practice. This skill is especially useful when you are a university student. If you are contemplating attending graduate school to earn a Masters, professional, or Doctoral degree, then analyzing journal articles is an essential skill.

[bookmark: _Toc104738845]What is the Peer-Review Process?
[image: Journal Article Peer Review Process]
Peer-review is the process by which a scholar submits a manuscript to a journal editor. The editor decides whether to forward the manuscript to 2-3 other scholars for their review. These 2-3 reviewers will read the manuscript, comment on it, and suggest whether the manuscript should be accepted for publication, revised and resubmitted for consideration, or rejected. Manuscripts that are accepted for publication in a peer-reviewed journal are Journal Articles.

[bookmark: _Toc104738846]What does Journal Article Analysis Consist of?
Journal Article Analysis consists of reading journal articles and analyzing them. You are responsible for identifying twelve parts of a journal article: title, main point, question, puzzle, debate, theory, hypotheses, research design, empirical analysis, policy implications, and contribution to the discipline, and future research.

Journal Articles vary in their organization and inclusion of these twelve parts. Many articles explicitly describe all or most of these parts; however, other articles may not state a part, or may omit it entirely.

[bookmark: _Toc104738847]Learning Objectives
By the end of the Journal Article Analysis, you will be able to do the following:
· Define title, main point, question, puzzle, debate, theory, hypotheses, research design, empirical analysis, policy implications, contribution to the discipline, and future research.
· Identify the title, main point, question, puzzle, debate, theory, hypotheses, empirical analysis, policy implications, contribution to the discipline, and future research of at least three peer-reviewed political science journal articles.
· Write out a research design of at least three peer-reviewed political science journal articles.
· Reflect on the experience of analyzing journal articles.


[bookmark: _Toc104738835][bookmark: _Toc104738848]Chapter 2: Anatomy of a Journal Article

[bookmark: _Toc104738849]What does Journal Article Analysis Consist of?
Journal Article Analysis consists of reading journal articles and analyzing them. You are responsible for identifying twelve parts of a journal article: title, main point, question, puzzle, debate, theory, hypotheses, research design, empirical analysis, policy implications, and contribution to the discipline, and future research.

Journal Articles vary in their organization and inclusion of these twelve parts. Many articles explicitly describe all or most of these parts; however, other articles may not state a part, or may omit it entirely.

[bookmark: _Toc104738850]Typical Anatomy of a Journal Article in Political Science
Journal Articles, especially in the field of political science, typically have twelve parts.
1. The Title of an article appears on the first page of the article. The Title is brief, typically no more than 5-10 words, and identifies for the reader the subject of the article.
2. The Main Point of an article is typically found in the Abstract. An Abstract is a summary of the article, which is located on the first page, after the Title. The main point may be in the Introduction of the article.
3. The Question of an article is typically found in the Abstract. The question may be in the Introduction of the article as well.
4. The Puzzle is a missing piece of knowledge that the article seeks to fulfill.
5. The Debate is how scholars currently argue the subject of the article. Debates have at least two sides, and the two sides we are most familiar with are “pro” and “con”. However, debates can be more complex.
6. The Theory is how the author thinks something works. For example, we may have a theory about how campaigns influence voters. Theories consists of constants, variables, and the relationships between variables.
7. The Hypotheses are derived from the Theory. A hypothesis is the expectation that one variable affects another variable in a specific way.
8. The Research Design is how the author compares the effect of the explanatory variable (X) on the outcome variable (O) in a group (G) or set of groups.
9. The Empirical Analysis is the use of quantitative or qualitative evidence to explore whether the hypothesized relationship between two variables does indeed occur in the world.
10. The Policy Implications are how the findings of the article should influence the behavior of individuals, groups, organizations, or governments.
11. The Contribution to the Discipline is how the article helps fill the missing Puzzle piece
12. Future Research offers suggestions for future research that build on the findings from the article.


[bookmark: _Toc104738836][bookmark: _Toc104738851]Chapter 3: Details of Analyzing Journal Articles

[bookmark: _Toc104738852]12 Parts
Journal Articles, especially in the field of political science, typically have twelve parts.

[bookmark: _Toc104738853]Title
The Title of an article appears on the first page of the article. The Title is brief, typically no more than 5-10 words, and identifies for the reader the subject of the article.
· Titles are located at the top of the first page of a journal article
· Titles can be informative, as they may include the primary independent variable, primary dependent variable, or question of the article

[bookmark: _Toc104738854]Main Point
The Main Point of an article is typically found in the Abstract. An Abstract is a summary of the article, which is located on the first page, after the Title. The main point may be in the Introduction of the article.
· Main points, while presented at the beginning of an article, are largely derived after the political scientist has completed their research. So, keep in mind that political scientists don’t start with main points, typically, but rather the main point is a result of their research process

[bookmark: _Toc104738855]Question
The Question of an article is typically found in the Abstract. The question may be in the Introduction of the article, as well.
· An article can have more than one question. So, do not be surprised if you find more than one question. Keeping a list of questions is a useful way to eventually identify the primary question of the article, while also recognizing related secondary questions.

[bookmark: _Toc104738856]Puzzle
The Puzzle is a missing piece of knowledge that the article seeks to fulfill.
· Puzzles are what political scientists try to solve. To solve a puzzle, a political scientist needs to have a sense of what the whole puzzle looks like. In other words, when you see the puzzle box and the image you are trying to recreate, that’s a sense of the whole puzzle.
· Second, a political scientist needs to know how the current pieces fit together. Imagine that the puzzle was partially complete, so we would closely examine how the pieces that make up the partial puzzle are put together.
· Lastly, a political scientist decides which pieces they want to add to the partially complete portion of the puzzle. In other words, they need to decide which pieces they want to pick up and then try to it in place.

[bookmark: _Toc104738857]Debate
The Debate is how scholars currently argue the subject of the article. Debates have at least two sides, and the two sides we are most familiar with are “pro” and “con”. However, debates can be more complex.
· Debates in political science can be normative or positive debates. Normative debates focus on “what should be” while positive debates focus on “what is.” Most debates in political science are positive.
· Positive debates can exist on a conceptual, operational, or measurement level.
· Conceptual debates are were political scientists argue about a broad concept, like democracy or representation or power.
· Operational debates focus on taking broad concepts, like democracy, and arguing how they are represented in the real world. For example, many scholars would agree that the United States is conceptually a democracy. However, some scholars would argue and operationalize the United States as a representative democracy.
· Finally, measurement debates focus on how an operationalized concept is measured. For example, how do we measure a representative democracy? Are individuals elected to serve in national legislatures through winner-take-all a representative democracy? Or are individuals elected to serve in national legislatures through proportional representation a representative democracy?

[bookmark: _Toc104738858]Theory
The Theory is how the author thinks something works. For example, we may have a theory about how campaigns influence voters. Theories consists of constants, variables, and the relationships between variables.
· Theory is used by political scientists to clearly explain their logic of the constants, variables, and relationships between variables.
· Constants are objects that do not change. A reason for stating constants is that the world is complex, therefore it is important simplify it by “holding things constant.” In other words, stating constants lets us focus on the variables and their relationship.
· Variables are objects that do change. Variables are typically classified into three categories: independent variable, mediating variable, and dependent variable. Independent variables are the objects that “cause” something to happen. Mediating variables are objects that “help cause” something to happen. And dependent variables are objects that are the “effect” of the “cause” and/or “helping cause.”
· For example, your interpretation of a political actor, such as the President, may be caused by an action the President took. But your view of the action is mediated by your partisan affiliation. 

[bookmark: _Toc104738859]Hypotheses
The Hypotheses are derived from the Theory. A hypothesis is the expectation that one variable effect another variable in a specific way.
· Above, I described a theory about how the action of a political actors effects your interpretation of the political actors, given your partisan affiliation. Now, we could generate several hypotheses from this theory.
· Hypothesis 1 is that if the President takes no action, then you will have no interpretation of the President
· Hypothesis 2 is that if the President acts, then you will have a positive view of the President if you have the same partisan affiliation as the President
· Hypothesis 3 is that if the President acts, then you will have a negative view of the President if you have a different partisan affiliation as the President.

[bookmark: _Toc104738860]Research Design
[bookmark: _Hlk42420155]The Research Design is how the author compares the effect of the explanatory variable (X) on the outcome variable (O) in a group (G) or set of groups.
· Some political scientists use notation to denote research design. Below are 4 common examples, and 2 complex examples:
· Example 1: G O. This is a single group, observation only.
· Example 2: G X O. This is a single group, treatment then observation.
· Example 3: G O X O. This is a single group, observation before treatment, the treatment, then observation after treatment
· Example 4: G X O and G _ O. This is a two-group design. Group 1 receives them treatment, then is observed. Group 2 does not receive the treatment, then observed.
· Example 5: G O X O and G O _ O. This a two-group design. Group 1 and Group 2 are observed, then Group 1 receives the treatment while Group 2 does not receive the treatment. Finally, both Groups are observed again.
· Example 6: G O X O _ O and G O _ O X O. This is a two-group design, known as a switching replications design. Group 1 and Group 2 are observed, then Group 1 receives the treatment, while Group 2 does not receive the treatment. Then both Groups are observed. Next, Group 1 does not re-receive the treatment, and Group 2 receives the treatment for the first time. Then both groups are observed again.

[bookmark: _Toc104738861]Empirical Analysis
The Empirical Analysis is the use of quantitative or qualitative evidence to explore whether the hypothesized relationship between two variables does indeed occur in the world.
· Empirical analysis can feature quantitative, qualitative, or both types of evidence.
· Quantitative evidence includes data that is organized in a spreadsheet
· Political scientists using quantitative evidence conduct statistical analysis using statistical models to examine the data contained in their spreadsheet
· Qualitative evidence is typically individual or collection of text, images, and audio in a paper or electronic document
· Political scientists using qualitative evidence conduct content analysis or interpretation using non-theoretical or theorical framework.

[bookmark: _Toc104738862]Policy Implications
The Policy Implications are how the findings of the article should influence the behavior of individuals, groups, organizations, or governments.
· Policy implications are typically stated by the political scientist towards the end of an article. What the researcher is doing is predicting how their article, and its findings, would influence the behavior of individuals, groups, organizations, or governments.

[bookmark: _Toc104738863]Contribution to the Discipline
The Contribution to the Discipline is how the article helps fill the missing Puzzle piece.
· Contribution to the Discipline is a statement of how the political scientists’ research helps add a puzzle piece that was missing from our current world of knowledge.

[bookmark: _Toc104738864]Future Research
Finally, Future Research is how the article offer suggestions for future research that build on the findings from the article.
· Future research are suggestions for what another political scientist can do to help build on this new knowledge that has been uncovered


[bookmark: _Toc104738837][bookmark: _Toc104738865]Chapter 4: Analysis of Article #1

[bookmark: _Toc104738866]About
Journal articles are peer-reviewed publications that help scholars communicate ideas, theories, empirical analyses, and conclusions.

The ability to critically read journal articles is a skill that is developed with practice. This skill is especially useful when you transfer to a 4-year college or university.

If you are contemplating attending graduate school to earn a Masters, professional, or Doctoral degree, then analyzing journal articles is an essential skill.

Analyzing a journal article is related to reading. Reading is a skill that is developed with practice and is important for your future academic, professional, and personal endeavors.
· Academically, your reading load will increase with each semester you are in higher education. Building that skill now will serve you well into the future.
· Professionally, you will have contracts, employee handbooks, technical manuals, financial reports, and other documents to read.
· Personally, your son, daughter, nephew, or niece will need you to teach them to read. 

[bookmark: _Toc104738867]Estimated Time
An estimated 5 hours is needed to complete this activity.

[bookmark: _Toc104738868]Instructions
[bookmark: _Toc104738869]Step 1: Obtain the Article
· Option 1 - Read on Accessible Webpage:
· Article varys by semester and course. See JAA assignment on Canvas for specific article.
· The article's tables, charts, or graphs are unfortunately not accessible for some screen readers. However, the contents of tables, charts, or graphs are sufficiently explained in the body of the article.
· Option 2 - Download PDF: Download a PDF copy of the journal article from OPoliSci.com.
· Option 3 - View in Canvas
[bookmark: _Toc104738870]Step 2: Analyze the Article
· Identify the 12 parts of the article, as described in the Anatomy of a Journal Article and elaborated upon in the Details of Analyzing Journal Articles, and you can also review the Walkthrough.
· Optional: Schedule a tutoring appointment with the Writing Center or meet with a NetTutor (if available) if you want a 3rd party to help you think through this assignment
· Optional: Upload a picture of you Writing Center Tutoring slip or a screenshot of your NetTutor interaction as evidence
[bookmark: _Toc104738871]Step 3: Demonstrate identification of parts
Recall there are twelve parts of a journal article:
1. The Title of an article appears on the first page of the article. The Title is brief, typically no more than 5-10 words, and identifies for the reader the subject of the article.
2. The Main Point of an article is typically found in the Abstract. An Abstract is a summary of the article which is located on the first page, after the Title. The main point may be in the Introduction of the article.
3. The Question of an article is typically found in the Abstract. The question may be in the Introduction of the article as well.
4. The Puzzle is a missing piece of knowledge that the article seeks to fulfill.
5. The Debate is how scholars currently argue the subject of the article. Debates have at least two sides, and the two sides we are most familiar with are “pro” and “con”. However, debates can be more complex.
6. The Theory is how the author thinks something works. For example, we may have a theory about how campaigns influence voters. Theories consists of constants, variables, and the relationships between variables.
7. The Hypotheses are derived from the Theory. A hypothesis is the expectation that one variable affects another variable in a specific way.
8. The Research Design is how the author compares the effect of the explanatory variable (X) on the outcome variable (O) in a group (G) or set of groups.
9. The Empirical Analysis is the use of quantitative or qualitative evidence to explore whether the hypothesized relationship between two variables does indeed occur in the world.
10. The Policy Implications are how the findings of the article should influence the behavior of individuals, groups, organizations, or governments.
11. The Contribution to the Discipline is how the article helps fill the missing Puzzle piece.
12. Future Research offers suggestions for future research that build on the findings from the article.

You need to identify each part, with the exception of needing to write out a Research Design, which is explained in the next step.

Where you annotate each part depends on whether you are annotating on a paper copy or electronic copy of the journal article.
· Paper: hand write on the margins or the back of the page
· Electronic: electronically highlight the text and/or comment in margins of the page
[bookmark: _Toc104738872]Step 4: Write Out the Research Design
· Of the 12 parts, only one of them needs to be written out: Research Design. The Research Design is how the author compares the effect of the explanatory variable (X) on the outcome variable (O) in a group (G) or set of groups.
· If needed, return to the Details of Analyzing Journal Articles page and the Walkthrough Presentation for clarification on the concept.
· For an in-depth discussion on research design, you can read Chapter 6 – Elements of Research Design in Introduction to Political Science Research Methods.
· You can also join an iPoliSci Workshop on Journal Article Analysis. These are held Tuesdays from 7:30pm to 8:00pm.
[bookmark: _Toc104738873]Step 5: Use Student Annotation within Canvas or Upload your file
· Student Annotation within Canvas: 
· Visit Assignments: Student Annotation Submissions for brief overview of using Student Annotation within Canvas.
· Paper: If you hand wrote your analysis on a printed paper, please use CamScanner app, use “Batch” function to take pictures of each page and create a single PDF. After a single PDF is created, please upload the file.
· Electronic Option 1: If you used Adobe PDF software, or some other software, to annotate, then you can upload the annotated file.
· Electronic Option 2: You can try annotating in the Canvas Student App. 
· How do I submit a PDF assignment with annotations in the Student app on my iOS device?
· How do I submit a PDF assignment with annotations in the Student app on my Android device?

[bookmark: _Toc104738874]Support
Go to How do I view annotation feedback comments from my instructor directly in my assignment submission? to learn how I directly include feedback on the file you upload, compared to the Assignment Comments or Rubric Results.

[bookmark: _Toc104738875]Rubric
	Criteria
	Ratings
	Points

	1 - Title Identified
	Yes
No
	1
0

	2 - Main Point
	Yes
No
	5
0

	3 - Question
	Yes
No
	5
0

	4 - Puzzle Identified
	Yes
No
	10
0

	5 - Debate Identified
	Yes
No
	10
0

	6 - Theory Identified
	Yes
No
	10
0

	7 - Hypotheses Identified
	Yes
No
	15
0

	8 - Research Design Written
	Yes
No
	19
0

	9 - Empirical Analysis Identified
	Yes
No
	10
0

	10 - Policy Implications Identified
	Yes
No
	5
0

	11 - Contribution to the Discipline Identified
	Yes
No
	5
0

	12 - Future Research Identified
	Yes
No
	5
0




[bookmark: _Toc104738838][bookmark: _Toc104738876]Chapter 5: Analysis of Article #2

[bookmark: _Toc104738877]About
Journal articles are peer-reviewed publications that help scholars communicate ideas, theories, empirical analyses, and conclusions.

The ability to critically read journal articles is a skill that is developed with practice. This skill is especially useful when you transfer to a 4-year college or university.

If you are contemplating attending graduate school to earn a Masters, professional, or Doctoral degree, then analyzing journal articles is an essential skill.

Analyzing a journal article is related to reading. Reading is a skill that is developed with practice and is important for your future academic, professional, and personal endeavors.
· Academically, your reading load will increase with each semester you are in higher education. Building that skill now will serve you well into the future.
· Professionally, you will have contracts, employee handbooks, technical manuals, financial reports, and other documents to read.
· Personally, your son, daughter, nephew, or niece will need you to teach them to read. 

[bookmark: _Toc104738878]Estimated Time
An estimated 5 hours is needed to complete this activity.

[bookmark: _Toc104738879]Instructions
[bookmark: _Toc104738880]Step 1: Obtain the Article
· Option 1 - Read on Accessible Webpage:
· Article varys by semester and course. See JAA assignment on Canvas for specific article.
· The article's tables, charts, or graphs are unfortunately not accessible for some screen readers. However, the contents of tables, charts, or graphs are sufficiently explained in the body of the article.
· Option 2 - Download PDF: Download a PDF copy of the journal article from OPoliSci.com.
· Option 3 - View in Canvas
[bookmark: _Toc104738881]Step 2: Analyze the Article
· Identify the 12 parts of the article, as described in the Anatomy of a Journal Article and elaborated upon in the Details of Analyzing Journal Articles, and you can also review the Walkthrough.
· Optional: Schedule a tutoring appointment with the Writing Center or meet with a NetTutor (if available) if you want a 3rd party to help you think through this assignment
· Optional: Upload a picture of you Writing Center Tutoring slip or a screenshot of your NetTutor interaction as evidence
[bookmark: _Toc104738882]Step 3: Demonstrate identification of parts
Recall there are twelve parts of a journal article:
1. The Title of an article appears on the first page of the article. The Title is brief, typically no more than 5-10 words, and identifies for the reader the subject of the article.
2. The Main Point of an article is typically found in the Abstract. An Abstract is a summary of the article which is located on the first page, after the Title. The main point may be in the Introduction of the article.
3. The Question of an article is typically found in the Abstract. The question may be in the Introduction of the article as well.
4. The Puzzle is a missing piece of knowledge that the article seeks to fulfill.
5. The Debate is how scholars currently argue the subject of the article. Debates have at least two sides, and the two sides we are most familiar with are “pro” and “con”. However, debates can be more complex.
6. The Theory is how the author thinks something works. For example, we may have a theory about how campaigns influence voters. Theories consists of constants, variables, and the relationships between variables.
7. The Hypotheses are derived from the Theory. A hypothesis is the expectation that one variable affects another variable in a specific way.
8. The Research Design is how the author compares the effect of the explanatory variable (X) on the outcome variable (O) in a group (G) or set of groups.
9. The Empirical Analysis is the use of quantitative or qualitative evidence to explore whether the hypothesized relationship between two variables does indeed occur in the world.
10. The Policy Implications are how the findings of the article should influence the behavior of individuals, groups, organizations, or governments.
11. The Contribution to the Discipline is how the article helps fill the missing Puzzle piece.
12. Future Research offers suggestions for future research that build on the findings from the article.

You need to identify each part, with the exception of needing to write out a Research Design, which is explained in the next step.

Where you annotate each part depends on whether you are annotating on a paper copy or electronic copy of the journal article.
· Paper: hand write on the margins or the back of the page
· Electronic: electronically highlight the text and/or comment in margins of the page
[bookmark: _Toc104738883]Step 4: Write Out the Research Design
· Of the 12 parts, only one of them needs to be written out: Research Design. The Research Design is how the author compares the effect of the explanatory variable (X) on the outcome variable (O) in a group (G) or set of groups.
· If needed, return to the Details of Analyzing Journal Articles page and the Walkthrough Presentation for clarification on the concept.
· For an in-depth discussion on research design, you can read Chapter 6 – Elements of Research Design in Introduction to Political Science Research Methods.
· You can also join an iPoliSci Workshop on Journal Article Analysis. These are held Tuesdays from 7:30pm to 8:00pm.
[bookmark: _Toc104738884]Step 5: Use Student Annotation within Canvas or Upload your file
· Student Annotation within Canvas: 
· Visit Assignments: Student Annotation Submissions for brief overview of using Student Annotation within Canvas.
· Paper: If you hand wrote your analysis on a printed paper, please use CamScanner app, use “Batch” function to take pictures of each page and create a single PDF. After a single PDF is created, please upload the file.
· Electronic Option 1: If you used Adobe PDF software, or some other software, to annotate, then you can upload the annotated file.
· Electronic Option 2: You can try annotating in the Canvas Student App. 
· How do I submit a PDF assignment with annotations in the Student app on my iOS device?
· How do I submit a PDF assignment with annotations in the Student app on my Android device?

[bookmark: _Toc104738885]Support
Go to How do I view annotation feedback comments from my instructor directly in my assignment submission? to learn how I directly include feedback on the file you upload, compared to the Assignment Comments or Rubric Results.

[bookmark: _Toc104738886]Rubric
	Criteria
	Ratings
	Points

	Title Identified
	Yes
No
	1
0

	Main Point
	Yes
No
	5
0

	Question
	Yes
No
	5
0

	Puzzle Identified
	Yes
No
	10
0

	Debate Identified
	Yes
No
	10
0

	Theory Identified
	Yes
No
	10
0

	Hypotheses Identified
	Yes
No
	15
0

	Research Design Written
	Yes
No
	19
0

	Empirical Analysis Identified
	Yes
No
	10
0

	Policy Implications Identified
	Yes
No
	5
0

	Contribution to the Discipline Identified
	Yes
No
	5
0

	Future Research Identified
	Yes
No
	5
0




[bookmark: _Toc104738839][bookmark: _Toc104738887]Chapter 6: Analysis of Article #3

[bookmark: _Toc104738888]About
Journal articles are peer-reviewed publications that help scholars communicate ideas, theories, empirical analyses, and conclusions.

The ability to critically read journal articles is a skill that is developed with practice. This skill is especially useful when you transfer to a 4-year college or university.

If you are contemplating attending graduate school to earn a Masters, professional, or Doctoral degree, then analyzing journal articles is an essential skill.

Analyzing a journal article is related to reading. Reading is a skill that is developed with practice and is important for your future academic, professional, and personal endeavors.
· Academically, your reading load will increase with each semester you are in higher education. Building that skill now will serve you well into the future.
· Professionally, you will have contracts, employee handbooks, technical manuals, financial reports, and other documents to read.
· Personally, your son, daughter, nephew, or niece will need you to teach them to read. 

[bookmark: _Toc104738889]Estimated Time
An estimated 5 hours is needed to complete this activity.

[bookmark: _Toc104738890]Instructions
[bookmark: _Toc104738891]Step 1: Obtain the Article
· Option 1 - Read on Accessible Webpage:
· Article varys by semester and course. See JAA assignment on Canvas for specific article.
· The article's tables, charts, or graphs are unfortunately not accessible for some screen readers. However, the contents of tables, charts, or graphs are sufficiently explained in the body of the article.
· Option 2 - Download PDF: Download a PDF copy of the journal article from OPoliSci.com.
· Option 3 - View in Canvas
[bookmark: _Toc104738892]Step 2: Analyze the Article
· Identify the 12 parts of the article, as described in the Anatomy of a Journal Article and elaborated upon in the Details of Analyzing Journal Articles, and you can also review the Walkthrough.
· Optional: Schedule a tutoring appointment with the Writing Center or meet with a NetTutor (if available) if you want a 3rd party to help you think through this assignment
· Optional: Upload a picture of you Writing Center Tutoring slip or a screenshot of your NetTutor interaction as evidence
[bookmark: _Toc104738893]Step 3: Demonstrate identification of parts
Recall there are twelve parts of a journal article:
1. The Title of an article appears on the first page of the article. The Title is brief, typically no more than 5-10 words, and identifies for the reader the subject of the article.
2. The Main Point of an article is typically found in the Abstract. An Abstract is a summary of the article which is located on the first page, after the Title. The main point may be in the Introduction of the article.
3. The Question of an article is typically found in the Abstract. The question may be in the Introduction of the article as well.
4. The Puzzle is a missing piece of knowledge that the article seeks to fulfill.
5. The Debate is how scholars currently argue the subject of the article. Debates have at least two sides, and the two sides we are most familiar with are “pro” and “con”. However, debates can be more complex.
6. The Theory is how the author thinks something works. For example, we may have a theory about how campaigns influence voters. Theories consists of constants, variables, and the relationships between variables.
7. The Hypotheses are derived from the Theory. A hypothesis is the expectation that one variable affects another variable in a specific way.
8. The Research Design is how the author compares the effect of the explanatory variable (X) on the outcome variable (O) in a group (G) or set of groups.
9. The Empirical Analysis is the use of quantitative or qualitative evidence to explore whether the hypothesized relationship between two variables does indeed occur in the world.
10. The Policy Implications are how the findings of the article should influence the behavior of individuals, groups, organizations, or governments.
11. The Contribution to the Discipline is how the article helps fill the missing Puzzle piece.
12. Future Research offers suggestions for future research that build on the findings from the article.

You need to identify each part, with the exception of needing to write out a Research Design, which is explained in the next step.

Where you annotate each part depends on whether you are annotating on a paper copy or electronic copy of the journal article.
· Paper: hand write on the margins or the back of the page
· Electronic: electronically highlight the text and/or comment in margins of the page
[bookmark: _Toc104738894]Step 4: Write Out the Research Design
· Of the 12 parts, only one of them needs to be written out: Research Design. The Research Design is how the author compares the effect of the explanatory variable (X) on the outcome variable (O) in a group (G) or set of groups.
· If needed, return to the Details of Analyzing Journal Articles page and the Walkthrough Presentation for clarification on the concept.
· For an in-depth discussion on research design, you can read Chapter 6 – Elements of Research Design in Introduction to Political Science Research Methods.
[bookmark: _Toc104738895]Step 5: Use Student Annotation within Canvas or Upload your file
· Student Annotation within Canvas: 
· Visit Assignments: Student Annotation Submissions for brief overview of using Student Annotation within Canvas.
· Paper: If you hand wrote your analysis on a printed paper, please use CamScanner app, use “Batch” function to take pictures of each page and create a single PDF. After a single PDF is created, please upload the file.
· Electronic Option 1: If you used Adobe PDF software, or some other software, to annotate, then you can upload the annotated file.
· Electronic Option 2: You can try annotating in the Canvas Student App. 
· How do I submit a PDF assignment with annotations in the Student app on my iOS device?
· How do I submit a PDF assignment with annotations in the Student app on my Android device?

[bookmark: _Toc104738896]Support
Go to How do I view annotation feedback comments from my instructor directly in my assignment submission? to learn how I directly include feedback on the file you upload, compared to the Assignment Comments or Rubric Results.

[bookmark: _Toc104738897]Rubric
	Criteria
	Ratings
	Points

	Title Identified
	Yes
No
	1
0

	Main Point
	Yes
No
	5
0

	Question
	Yes
No
	5
0

	Puzzle Identified
	Yes
No
	10
0

	Debate Identified
	Yes
No
	10
0

	Theory Identified
	Yes
No
	10
0

	Hypotheses Identified
	Yes
No
	15
0

	Research Design Written
	Yes
No
	19
0

	Empirical Analysis Identified
	Yes
No
	10
0

	Policy Implications Identified
	Yes
No
	5
0

	Contribution to the Discipline Identified
	Yes
No
	5
0

	Future Research Identified
	Yes
No
	5
0




[bookmark: _Toc104738840][bookmark: _Toc104738898]Chapter 7: My Reflection

[bookmark: _Toc104738899]About
Reflections are an opportunity for you share with me, your professor, your thoughts about the Journal Article Analysis. No other student will read your reflection.

[bookmark: _Toc104738900]Estimated Time
An estimated 60 minutes is needed to complete this activity.

[bookmark: _Toc104738901]Instructions
Please write at least 6 sentences reflecting on the Journal Article Analysis.

Sentence #1: Your 1st Sentence should be a question. Examples of questions include:
· What did you find most interesting about the Journal Article Analysis? Why did you find this the most interesting?
· What did you find most relevant to your daily life about the Journal Article Analysis? Why did you find this the most relevant?
· You are welcome to ask and answer your own question.

Sentence #2-6: Sentences 2 through 6 should be your response to the question you posed in sentence #1.

[bookmark: _Toc104738902]Rubric
	Criteria
	Ratings
	Points

	1st Sentence a Question
	Yes
No
	25
0

	Quantity: # Sentences
	5
4
3
2
1
0
	75
60
45
30
15
0

	Quality: Subjective evaluation by Professor
	01 – Superb
02 – Excellent
03 – Great
04 – Good
05 – Insufficient
	0
0
0
0
0
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