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Welcome to [COURSE NAME]. The purpose of this worksheet is to help me tailor this course to meet your learning needs, both as individuals and as a class. Please [fill in the blanks and hand this in when you are finished / type your answers into the blanks and submit on Canvas].

Full name, as it appears on your university records: ____________________________________

Is there another name you go by? _________________________________
(circle the name you would prefer I call you during class)

Year (1st, 2nd, etc): __________

Preferred pronouns (if you would like to share them): ____________________


What is your intended major and concentration? (Or are you undecided?)

______________________________________________________________________________


What are your education or career goals after graduation? (Or are you undecided?)

______________________________________________________________________________


What are some previous courses you have taken that you think will be relevant to this course? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________



One word that describes how I feel about this course is... ____________________________

I appreciate when my instructors...

______________________________________________________________________________

I dislike when my instructors...

______________________________________________________________________________

I signed up for this course because...

______________________________________________________________________________

Which countries or places do you have a personal connection to? (e.g., born there, lived there, have close relatives from there)

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Are you comfortable sharing your experiences there in class? ___________________


Did you transfer or exchange here from another college or university? If so, which?

______________________________________________________________________________

What is something you are good at, that makes you proud of yourself?

______________________________________________________________________________



Is there anything else you think I should know about you, so that I can accommodate your needs and support your learning? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


Name: ______________________________

Please answer the questions below. This is NOT a quiz to test your level of knowledge; it’s a worksheet to help you think about your worldview on development, and to help me adjust the class to fit this set of students. The point is not to put CORRECT answers; the point is to put HONEST ones. You will be graded only based on whether you complete the assignment. Remember to fill out the front AND back!


While some countries have experienced economic growth, others seem to be trapped in poverty. WITHOUT looking at any course materials or searching online, list below what you THINK are some major reasons why some countries fail to develop.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________



One of the successful development cases we will read about in this class is China. WITHOUT looking at any course materials or searching online, list below what you THINK are some major reasons why China’s economy grew so quickly in the last few decades.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________





Some economists argue that free markets are always the most efficient way to allocate resources and generate economic growth. Other economists argue that free markets increase inequality and worsen social problems. Some even advocate for abolishing free markets and replacing them with an alternative economic system. Circle the number that best represents your position relative to these extremes, and briefly explain your reasoning.

	Free markets are always best		Free markets are always harmful
1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8	9

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________



Consider the two viewpoints below. On the number scale, mark where you fall on a spectrum between the two sides. Then briefly explain your reasoning in the space provided below.

	Professor A:
	Professor B:

	Economic development should be the main priority of poor countries. It allows the poor to enjoy a better standard of living. It is the best way to reduce inequality: because of development, hundreds of millions of people have been lifted out of extreme poverty worldwide. It also produces new clean technologies that we can use to fight climate change. All countries, cultures, and ethnic groups have a collective right to development.

	Economic development is a great source of harm in poor countries. It allows foreign corporations to exploit hundreds of millions of people. It increases inequality: because of global capitalism, the poorest people in the world are getting poorer, while the rich get richer. Development also harms the environment and accelerates climate change. All countries, cultures, and ethnic groups have a collective right to resist development. 


	Fully agree with A	Equally agree/disagree	Fully agree with B
1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8	9

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
