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Comparative 
Democracy

� “Two Stage” Course
� PSC101/HON202  – GE23 Social 

Science SLOs – ‘detuned’ 
PSC344

1. Describe major concepts and 
theories of at least one discipline 
in the social sciences; and

2. Demonstrate an under-standing 
of the methods social scientists 
use to explore social 
phenomena.

� PSC344 – PSPAP Distribution – 
Comparative Government
� Democracy: Competing 

Theories & Citizenship
� Global View – dem as global 

phenomenon 
� Analysis
� Writing

� Pick country, assess democracy 
& compare to world average, 
regions, etc ...

� Buff State PSPAP Program 
Overview/Strategic Plan & 
5yr External Review
❖ Methods/Stats Core
❖ Distribution Courses
❖ Capstone
❖ Brief history of course 

� 2024 APSA Presidential 
Task Force on Rethinking 
Political Science 
Education – SLO 
suggestions

1. Content
2. Skill
3. Value



SLOsAPSA 2024 SLOs
� Content

� Key concepts
� Diverse Theories
� Explain, apply, and evaluate 

approaches and theories that 
address political phenomena

� Skills
1. Analyze political phenomena and 

critique arguments in a theoretically 
and empirically informed manner. 

2. Engage as citizens through problem 
solving, collective action, and 
collaborative decision making at all 
levels from local to global. 

3. Identify, evaluate, properly use, and 
cite verifiable sources of evidence. 

4. Engage thoughtfully and respectfully 
with competing values and 
perspectives. 

5. Use qualitative and quantitative 
methods effectively and 
appropriately. 

6. Communicate effectively in written 
and verbal modes to a variety of 
audiences. 

� Value
� Demonstrate an understanding of 

civic dispositions conducive to 
democratic involvement. 

Buffalo State PSPAP SLOs 
2024-2029

1. Be able critically evaluate existing 
literature in a given topic area of 
political science and how the 
major historical schools of thought 
explain that topic.

2. Demonstrate the rudimentary skills 
to generate and test a scientific 
hypothesis in a given area of 
political science

3. Apply appropriate statistical 
techniques for a given research 
design.

4. Demonstrate the ability to apply 
valid conclusions based on topic 
area, literature review, theory, 
hypothesis, statistical analysis, and 
study outcomes.

5. Demonstrate effective research 
report writing.

6. Demonstrate global awareness 
and engagement skills.



Comparative Democracy
Lower/Upper Division 

PSC101/HON202
Focus – Theory & Correlation

� Content
❖ Theory comparison

� Skills
❖ Engage; Analyze; Use – poster/light 

data analysis

� Value
❖ Demonstrate values conducive to 

democracy

� Resources
� Tilly v Dahl – Theory
� Yacobucci – Lit Grid
� V-Dem Graphing Tool - online
� PowerPoint Poster Template

PSC344
Focus – Design and Data Analysis

� Content
❖ Research Design (reinforce 

methods/stats course- prep for 
capstone)

� Skills
❖ Analyze; Engage; Identify; Use; 

Communicate

� Value
❖ Demonstrate values conducive to 

democracy

� Resources
� Tilly, Dahl, et al.  – Theory
� Yacobucci – Lit Grid and Review
� V-Dem Data Set – SPSS or R
� 12–15-page Research Paper & 

PowerPoint Poster Templates



SLO – Content:
Competing Theories

It was six men of Indostan
To learning much inclined,

Who went to see the Elephant
(Though all of them were blind),

That each by observation
Might satisfy his mind.

The First approached the Elephant,
And happening to fall

Against his broad and sturdy side,
At once began to bawl:

"God bless me!—but the Elephant
Is very much like a wall!“

The Second, feeling of the tusk,
Cried: "Ho!—what have we here

So very round and smooth and sharp?
To me 't is mighty clear

This wonder of an Elephant
Is very much like a spear!“ …

And so these men of Indostan
Disputed loud and long,
Each in his own opinion

Exceeding stiff and strong,
Though each was partly in the right,

all were (wholly) in the wrong!

MORAL: So, oft in theologic wars
The disputants, I ween,

Rail on in utter ignorance
Of what each other mean,

And prate about an Elephant
Not one of them has ever seen!

- John G. Saxe 



SLO - Content:
Theories & Key 
Concepts

� Theory & Hypothesis
1. Why does good script help 

improve movie? Connect to 
“elephant” poem

2. How variables interact – better 
script, higher movie rating

� Variables
1. Independent – good script 

(define)
2. Dependent – movie rating (scale?)

� Data
1. Nature of the script, writers
2. Response to movie: thumbs 

up/down

� Normative – good movies SHOULD 
BE well-written

� Empirical – I’ve actually watched  
349 movies, those that are 
well-written get 66% favorable 
ratings

� We do this all the time – movies, 
restaurants, clothes, cars, leisure 
time, etc …

Well-Written
Script

Good
Movie



SLO - Content:
Theories & 

Key Concepts (2)
� Over time, formal 

education (independent 
variable [X]) influences
� A Sense of civic duty
� Or Knowledge of 

Candidates Position
� Each of these impacts

� Voter Turnout (dependent 
variable [Y])

� Theory – Why; Hypothesis - 
How

Voter 
Turnout

[Y]

Sense of civic 
duty

Formal 
Education

[X]

Knowledge

Time



SLO – Content: 
Theories & Key 
Concepts (3)
Tilly - Democracy (2007) as on-going 
process (v. interpreting Dahl as 
‘checklist/ratchet’)

Interaction with state-capacity
1. Expanding trust networks
2. Equalization of access to non-state 

resources
3. Control autonomous power centers

Theory :  a recurrent set of alterations in 
power configurations both within and 
without states produces changes in 
relations among states, citizen, and public 
politics, which in turn promote 
democratization.

SLO – Content - Limits on power; 
democratization – binding state activities 
to citizen preferences/consultation 

SLO – Content/Value – consider these limits 
on power affecting student as national, 
regional, & global citizen

Tilly p. 138



SLO – 
Content, 

Skills & 
Resources

• Content – Tilly’s 3 IVs to help organize peer-rev.
• Skills 

❖ Utilize Yacobucci Lit Grid to assess last 15 yrs 
of peer-reviewed articles covering country of 
interest (2008 Global Financial Meltdown)

❖ Organize IVs via Tilly’s theory 
❖ Search ‘democratization’ and country name
❖ What does literature say about democracy; 

state capacity; key shocks?
❖ Utilize “MODE” feature to assess which 

variables most common (+ increase in dem; - 
decrease)



SLO – Skills

PSC101/HON202

� Skill – Correlation & Analysis

� Resource – V-Dem Graphing 
Tools
� V-Dem proxies for Tilly 

� Engaged Society Index
� Power Distribution - Equality
� Military Dimension Index

� Draw conclusions re: health of 
democracy in given country 

PSC344

� Skill – Correlations; Stats; 
Interpretation; Report Writing 

� Resource – V-Dem Dataset and 
SPSS and/or R

V-Dem Graphing Tool

https://www.v-dem.net/graphing/graphing-tools/
https://www.v-dem.net/graphing/graphing-tools/


According to Tilly, democratization based upon three 
key areas of trust building, limiting inequality, and 
containing autonomous power to help nurture and 
stabilize state capacity. Ongoing process – can be 
democratizing or backsliding, Contra those who 
interpret Dahl’s institutions as ‘ratchet’ effect

Bartman J. 2014. “Democracy in ‘Two Mexicos,’” in 
Revista Europea de Estudios Latino Americanos y 
Del Caribe.

Benton, A. 2016. “How ‘Participatory Governance’ 
Strengthens Authoritarian Regimes: Evidence from 
Electoral Authoritarian Oaxaca, Mexico,” in Journal 
of Politics in Latin America

Brendese, P. 2009.  “Remembering Democratic Time: 
Specters of Mexico’s Past and Democracy’s Future,” 
in Polity.

Cadena-Roa, J., Lopez Leyva, M., & Cadena-Roa, J. 
2011. “The consolidation of democracy in Mexico: 
Progress and challenges,” Estudios Sociologicos

Thanks to Prof. Amy McMillan, Honors Program, SUNY 
Buffalo State University

Key References

Problem Statement/Motivation Findings & Conclusion

Model

Results

D.V.

Democra-t
ization in 
Mexico

I.V.s

Engaged Society

Miliary Dimen.

SES Pwr Dstrib

Theory

Acknowledgments

(de)Democratization and Mexico
Student Name – Political Science, Public Administration, and Planning Department – Buffalo State University

Democratization or democratic backsliding in 
Mexico

Literature Grid Results
When reviewing the literature from the past 
fifteen years regarding democracy and backsliding, 
the primary independent variables suggested by 
the literature when viewed through Tilly’s theory 
are: downturn in people using gov’t for vital 
records, increase/lack of containment of private 
armed forces; lack of coalitions b/w elites and 
those currently excluded from power

Fig. 1. - The results presented in the V-Dem 
graphing tool suggest that over the past fifteen 
years, Mexico has …

Analysis –  The results posted in Fig. 1 suggest 
that over the past fifteen years ….

Figure 1                                                                 Data 
Sources:                     
                                    V-Dem Graphing Tool: Country Radar

Hypothesis
As Seeking Gov't Reg of Vital Events (Eng.Soc.), 
Reduction or State Containment of private armed 
force(MilitaryDim) and as coalition formation b/w elites and 
pol actors currently excluded from power decrease 
(SESPowerDist), democratization decreases or 
‘backslides’

Null: Hypothesis – H0:  Given the dataset, the likelihood of these 
variables affecting democracy in Mexico is very small. 

Level of Analysis: Nation State



SLO Content & Skills
BSU SLOs

1. Be able critically evaluate existing 
literature in a given topic area of 
political science and how the 
major historical schools of thought 
explain that topic.

2. Demonstrate the rudimentary skills 
to generate and test a scientific 
hypothesis in a given area of 
political science

3. Apply appropriate statistical 
techniques for a given research 
design.

4. Demonstrate the ability to apply 
valid conclusions based on topic 
area, literature review, theory, 
hypothesis, statistical analysis, and 
study outcomes.

5. Demonstrate effective research 
report writing.

6. Demonstrate global awareness 
and engagement skills.

PSC344 Design
� Problem Statement/Motivation – 

democracy, citizenship, power, global 
awareness

� Utilize Lit Grid and Lit Review
� Peer Reviewed Journals
� Other views democracy
� Assess via Tilly’s Democracy

� Theory & Hypothesis Testing
� Why state capacity and Tilly’s three IVs 

affect backsliding
� Main IVs

� Data and Methods
� Data from V-Dem – SPSS 
� Multivariate linear regression

� Results and Discussion

� Works Cited

� Presented as 12-15 research paper & 
.ppt poster



According to Tilly, democratization based upon three 
key areas of trust building, limiting inequality, and 
containing autonomous power to help nurture and 
stabilize state capacity. Ongoing process – can be 
democratizing or backsliding, Contra those who 
interpret Dahl’s institutions as ‘ratchet’ effect

Bartman J. 2014. “Democracy in ‘Two Mexicos,’” in 
Revista Europea de Estudios Latino Americanos y 
Del Caribe.

Benton, A. 2016. “How ‘Participatory Governance’ 
Strengthens Authoritarian Regimes: Evidence from 
Electoral Authoritarian Oaxaca, Mexico,” in Journal 
of Politics in Latin America

Brendese, P. 2009.  “Remembering Democratic Time: 
Specters of Mexico’s Past and Democracy’s Future,” 
in Polity.

Cadena-Roa, J., Lopez Leyva, M., & Cadena-Roa, J. 
2011. “The consolidation of democracy in Mexico: 
Progress and challenges,” Estudios Sociologicos

Thanks to Prof. Mehwish Sawari, PSPAP Dept, SUNY - 
Buffalo State University

Key References

Problem Statement/Motivation Findings & Conclusion

Model

Results

D.V.

Democra-t
ization in 
Mexico

I.V.s

Engaged Society

Miliary Dimen.

SES Pwr Dstrib

Theory

Acknowledgments

(de)Democratization and Mexico
Student Name – Political Science, Public Administration, and Planning Department – Buffalo State University

Democratization or democratic backsliding in 
Mexico

Literature Review
When reviewing the literature from the past 
fifteen years regarding democracy and backsliding, 
the primary independent variables suggested by 
the literature when viewed through Tilly’s theory 
are: downturn in people using gov’t for vital 
records, increase/lack of containment of private 
armed forces; lack of coalitions b/w elites and 
those currently excluded from power

Table 1. - The results presented in the SPSS Linear 
Regression model suggest that over the past 
fifteen years, Mexico has …

Analysis –  The results posted in Table 1 suggest 
that when compared to world democratization 
data, Mexico …

Table                                                                                          Data 
Sources: 

V-Dem 2024 Report

Hypothesis
As Seeking Gov't Reg of Vital Events (Eng.Soc.), 
Reduction or State Containment of private armed 
force(MilitaryDim) and as coalition formation b/w elites and 
pol actors currently excluded from power decrease 
(SESPowerDist), democratization decreases or 
‘backslides’

Null: Hypothesis – H0:  Given the dataset, the likelihood of these 
variables affecting democracy in Mexico is very small. 

Level of Analysis: Nation State

 
I.V.s

World 
1990-2023

Mexico 
1990-2023

Mexico 
2002-2023

 Engd
Society

.131***
(.002)

.324***
(.038)

.018
(.125)

Military 
Dimen.

-.397***
(.014)

-1.216***
(.330)

-.258
(.384)

SESPwr
Dstrib

.075***
(.003)

.078***
(.051)

-.010
(.003)

F = 3700.310*** 27.762*** 1.278
Adj R2 .648 .709 .038



THANK YOU!
QUESTIONS?



Reference/
Misc: Links, 

etc …
APSA Pres Taskforce on Ed 2024 - 
https://educate.apsanet.org/apsa-presidential-ta
sk-force-on-rethinking-political-science-education 

V-Dem: Report; Graphing tools; Data Sets (SPSS; 
R) -  https://www.v-dem.net/

https://educate.apsanet.org/apsa-presidential-task-force-on-rethinking-political-science-education
https://educate.apsanet.org/apsa-presidential-task-force-on-rethinking-political-science-education
https://www.v-dem.net/graphing/graphing-tools/


Misc: PSA 2024
SLOs

Content
1. Describe and apply key 

concepts used to study 
political institutions, processes, 
and actors in a variety of 
settings. 

2. Explain and evaluate diverse 
theoretical and disciplinary 
approaches to the sources, 
ethical distribution, and uses of 
power. 

3. Explain, apply, and evaluate 
approaches and theories 
(such as empirical, normative, 
critical) that address political 
phenomena. 

4. Explain and evaluate the 
effectiveness and ethics of 
different strategies of civic 
engagement at the local, 
regional, national, and global 
levels. 

Skills

1. Analyze political phenomena and 
critique arguments in a theoretically and 
empirically informed manner. 

2. Engage as citizens through problem 
solving, collective action, and 
collaborative decision making at all levels 
from local to global. 

3. Identify, evaluate, properly use, and cite 
verifiable sources of evidence. 

4. Engage thoughtfully and respectfully with 
competing values and perspectives. 

5. Use qualitative and quantitative methods 
effectively and appropriately. 

6. Communicate effectively in written and 
verbal modes to a variety of audiences. 

� Value
� Demonstrate an understanding of civic 

dispositions conducive to democratic 
involvement. 



Content:
Theory – Dahl

On Democracy

Ideal Democracy

Institutions

pp 85-6

p. 38



P 90

P 119

P 141


