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[Slide 1: Title]
		Democracy Rebirth:  Deliberative and Participatory Democracy
	In this concluding lecture, I want to review the crises and challenges of American democracy along with possible solutions.
[Slide 2: Freedom House]
	During the 1990s, Democracy was on the ascendant with the downfall of the Iron Curtain and many countries moving toward creating more democracy.
	However, according to Freedom House, for the last 15 years, democracy has been on the decline each year, with many countries moving toward autocracy.  In 2020, the latest year for which we have data, 45 more countries saw their democracy decline than democratic improvements.
[Slide 3: Ukraine War]
	The greatest symbols of the march of autocracy is the brutal war going on in the Ukraine and the January 6th Insurrection in our country.
[Slide 4: Multi-racial America]
	Fundamentally, we are attempting to create a modern, multi-racial, multi-ethnic democracy built upon political and social equality.  Yet, societies with different cultures, religious, and ideological conflicts frequently fall into civil wars like our great Civil War in the 1860s.
[Slide 5 – Challenges (can be modified to list on the challenges previously covered)]
	Within the broader challenge of maintaining a democracy in a multicultural society, we have been studying eight [insert here the number of challenges you have covered in the course] specific challenges:
1) Racial and income inequality
2) Systemic racism
3) Money in politics
4) Low level of citizen and voter participation
5) Polarization and the politics of resentment
6) Political corruption
7) Structural problems like the Electoral College and the Senate Filibuster
8) Current Crises such as the pandemic, overcoming economic recession, inflation, and crime.
[Slide 6 – Racial and Income Inequality]
	For each of these crises and challenges, political scientists, political officials, and activists have come up with different solutions.  There is no need to agree with each suggestion.  Nor can citizens work on all of these reform efforts at once, but you can select some of the issues on which you want to work and consider these alternatives as you develop your own reform agenda and commitments.
[Slide 7 – Income Inequality Reforms]
	For example reforms which address income inequality include:
· Create a fairer tax system so that the wealthy and corporations pay significantly higher taxes. 
·  Better regulate transnational corporations. 
·  Institute a shorter work week, better education, and job training programs for citizens  
· Enact fairer immigration rules and citizenship for the twelve million immigrants already in the United States without legal status.  
[Slide 8 – Money in Politics
Our political campaigns to choose our elected representatives are currently marred by big money and dark money in politics, by limiting the right of Americans to vote in elections, and by various procedural flaws. 
	In the 2020 and 2022 elections, many Americans were denied the right to vote.  The primary elections of 2022 had very low turnouts and extremists in both parties tended to win their primary election which will make congress even more polarized after the November general election.  
	Most strikingly, each election is more expensive than previous elections with presidential and congressional elections costing more than $10 billion and all elections costing more than $12 billion.
	These are some of the reforms to our elections which have been advocated.
[Slide 9 – Campaign Reforms]
· Reinstitute the Voting Rights Act of 1965 or pass the broader HR 1 For the People Act to prevent voter suppression laws and make voting easier. 
• Publicly finance political campaigns and restrict private campaign contributions. 
• Repeal Citizens United by a constitutional amendment to clarify that corporations are not citizens, that campaign contributions can be regulated, and that corruption can be broadly defined and prohibited. 
• Implement automatic voter registration. 
• Institute ranked-choice voting to end uncompetitive districts and single-party dominance. 
[Slide 10 – Corruption as Bribery
	Political or public corruption takes many forms in the U.S. today.  The simplest is bribing public officials to get the laws or regulations you want.  But there are many more subtle forms of corruption as well.
[Slide 11 – Cost of Corruption]
	Worldwide the cost of corruption each year is more than $1 trillion.  In a state like Illinois, corruption costs taxpayers more than $500 million a year.
[Slide 12 – Corruption Reforms]
These are some of the reforms which would help curb corruption:
· Ensure greater transparency in government so citizens can better hold officials accountable. 
• Require civic engagement courses in schools and enact the Civics Secures Democracy Act to make civic engagement a priority in K–12 education. 
• Establish nonpartisan redistricting commissions to end partisan gerrymandering. 
• Prohibit outside employment of public officials that conflicts with their public duties. 
• Strengthen the role of inspectors general in all units of government. 
• Destroy machine politics by eliminating patronage, favoritism, and crooked contacts. 
[Slide 13 – Constitutional Convention]
	However, our biggest need at this moment in our history is a political or social movement for reviving our democracy.  This would do more than pass and adopt the individual reforms of the type we just reviewed.  More broadly we must increase participatory democracy at the local level and more deliberative democracy at the state and national level.  In short, we must practice democracy if democracy is to be preserved in the 21st century.
	The model for deliberative democracy is the 1787 Constitutional Convention.  Then different competing alternatives were presented, compromises were proposed, an informed vote was taken after debate both in the convention and by delegates elected in each colony.
[Slide 14 -- Congress]
	With Congress approval rating fluctuating between 13%-20%, this is a good place to start with experiments in a more deliberative democracy.
	Each member of Congress is currently charged with representing the needs, interests, and views of 750,000 constituents.  In truth, it is very hard to know the views or interests of such a large constituency, much less to represent their diverse and sometimes conflicting views in the halls of government.  It is equally difficult for a congressional representative to inform citizens about issue.  Mailed newsletter and occasional emails just don’t do the job.
	Political scientists have experimented successfully with deliberative town-hall meetings over the Internet with both Republican and Democratic members of the U.S. House of Representatives on controversial pending legislation like immigration proposals.  For each meeting they recruited a random sample of at least a hundred constituents for a thirty-five-minute discussion.  Both the Representatives and participants found the discussions more satisfying than the usual town-hall meetings that often attract only partisans and end in shouting matches.
[Slide 15 – New England Town Meeting]
	Beyond creating a more deliberative process in Congress and between constituents and their elected representatives at all levels, we need to extend democracy at the local level.  One example is the traditional New England town-meeting.  Others are neighborhood governments or commissions and participatory budgeting projects.  All of which give citizens direct experience and practice in democracy and a better appreciation of government issues and decision-making.
[Slide 16 – Deliberative Democracy Reforms]
Thus, there are some of the reforms we need to advance deliberative democracy:
· Create more participatory neighborhood government in our cities and towns. 
• Create deliberative democratic institutions at the state and national levels. 
• Work to eliminate the culture of corruption and institutional corruption. 
• Reform the Electoral College so that the results reflect the national popular vote for president and vice president. 
• Enact term limits for all elected offices. 
   • Create longer early voting periods, easier vote-by-mail systems, and, when safeguards are in place, institute  electronic voting. 
• Institute merit selection and term limits for judges. 
[Slide 17 – Questions]
So these are key questions to answer and for us to discuss as a class:
· Which reform is most important to you? 
· Which ones do you think are impossible?
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