			Introductory Mini-Lecture #1
		Democracy’s Crisis and Democracy’s Rebirth
[Show slide 1:  Title of Lecture]
[Slide 2:  Freedom House Chart]
During the 1990s Democracy was on the ascendant, with the downfall of the Iron Curtain and many countries moving toward creating more democracy.  The Velvet Revolution was followed by the Arab Spring and other democratic uprisings around the globe.  That continued into the 21st Century.  
However, according to Freedom House, for the last 15 years, democracy has been on the decline each year, with a move toward autocracy occurring in many countries such as Hungry, Venezuela, and even the United States moving to greater autocracy.  In 2020, 45 more countries saw their democracy decline than democratic improvements.  
[Slide 3:  War in Ukraine]
	In our time, one of the chief symbols of the march of autocracy has been Russia’s brutal war in the Ukraine.
[Slide 4: Constitution]
	Here in the United States, the Insurrection on January 6, 2021, and the continued political divisions which represent a politics of resentment threaten to undermine the Constitution and our Democracy.
[Slide 5:  Multicultural Democracy]
	In addition, we face a unique challenge in our time of trying to create a multi-racial, multi-cultural democracy.  This has not successfully been achieved before.  
It is even more challenging because we are attempting a rebirth of our democracy in the 21st century in the midst of a pandemic, economic recession and inflation, and a rise in crime and other long-term problems.
[Slide 6:  Consensus of Ideas and Solutions]
	Fortunately, many recent new political and social science studies have analyzed our current crises and challenges and have begun to develop solutions.  However, they often focus on only one challenge at a time
[Slide 7:  Eight Challenges]
	In fact, we face multiple challenges to our democracy.  Here are eight key challenges we face today:
1) Racial and income inequality
2) Systemic racism
3) Money in politics through campaign contributions and lobbying
4) Low level of citizen and voter participation
5) Polarization and the politics of resentment
6) Political corruption
7) Structural problems like the Electoral College and the Senate Filibuster
8) Current Crises such as the pandemic, overcoming economic recession, inflation, and high crime rates.
Solutions have been proposed for all these challenges.  In the book Democracy’s Rebirth: The View from Chicago, 25 specific solutions are recommended and how they have been or might be implemented in that city.
	We will be exploring how these challenges manifest in our communities and the changing national circumstances in future lectures, exercises, and discussions.
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Possible Exercises:
1. Before showing the final PowerPoint slide ask students to list what they think are the most important crises or current challenges to American democracy.
2. After showing the final slide and completing the lecture, put the slide on the screen and ask students to choose which is the greatest challenge to democracy.
3. Ask students what can be done to create a more participatory democracy and/or a more deliberative representative democracy.  
4. Then discuss historical democracies such as ancient Athens or Republican Rome or ongoing experiments in democracy such as New England Town Hall meetings or Participatory Budget Projects.  (These will be covered more fully in later lectures so this is only a beginning discussion.)




